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THE ANCIENT BELLS OF LORETO
Unanswered, save by the sighing palms of a sleeping pueblo and the murmuring waves of an unfrequented sea, the ancient bells of
Loreto swing high above the.mission roof 'of this early capital of the West, bravely acclaiming
the glory of California days of long ago
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THIS LITTLE BOOK IS SERIOUSLY INSCRIBED TO THOSE
WHO LOOK AHEAD BEYOND THE OPENING OF THE
PANAMA CANAL AND TO ALL WHO ARE INTERESTED
IN EARLY CALIFORNIA HISTORY. IT IS AFFECTION-
ATELY DEDICATED TO THE HONORABLE H.H.NORTH,
OF SAN FRANCISCO, IN WHOSE COMPANY I MADE MY
FIRST VISIT INTO LOWER CALIFORNIA, AND TO THE
MEMORY OF OUR FATHER, THE LATE GEORGE NORTH,
WHO CROSSED THE ISTHMUS OF PANAMA IN THE
FIFTIES- AND WHOSE REMINISCENCES OF PIONEER
DAYS IN CALIFORNIA EARLY DIRECTED THE ATTEN-
TION OF HIS SONS TO ALL THAT PERTAINED TO
THE HISTORY OF THEIR NATIVE STATE.—A, W. N.
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rancher and miner for hospftality and information, nor am I forget-
Jul of my humble friends of the camino and camp-fire, ancient
Indians and unlettered Mexicans, who, in that land of romance,
unfolded to me the fascinating traditional lore which had come to
them from their fathers and their fathers’ fathers before them.
Finally, I desire here to express my appreciation of the numerous
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AUTHOR'’S PREFACE

courtesies extended to me by the ““Sunset Magazine’’ and by various
American personages, courtesies which greatly facilitated the prog-
ress of my researches in Mexico.

ARTHUR W. NORTH.
New York, Ottober 16, 1907.
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THE MOTHER OF CALIFORNIA

I

IN THE DAYS OF THE
CONQUISTADORES

Great State of California, superb in thy wealth of minerals,
clime and soil, threefold wealth with which a munificent Creator
endowed thee! Fortunate State, scarce threescore years in
being and yet known and blessed beyond the seas! California,
majestic State of California, carest thou, on thine onward march,
to recall the centuries when thou wert but an unknown part
of those strange, mysterious lands, las Californias! Wouldst
thou and those to whom thou art a potentiality hear the roman-
tic story of thy mother, the First California, that California
whose beginnings are thine own? Strange, strange indeed, Cali-
fornia, that those brave days should be buried in oblivion, thine
' earliest heroes forgotten! Every camino,® every mission, every
harbor in thy southern Peninsula is rich with their memories,
but alack, who knows aught of poor Lower California!

A long jagged Peninsula, where barren heights and cactus-
clad mesas glow in the biting rays of an unpbscured sun, where
water-holes are accorded locations on the maps, and where,
under the fluttering shade of fluted palm boughs, life becomes
a siesta dream. A land great in its past and lean in its present.
A land where the rattlesnake and the sidewinder, the tarantula

*Throughout this volume camino is used as in Lower California to signify any
highway from the narrowest trail to the broadest road.— A. W. N.

(1]
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not gods.

It was in the year 1527 that Fernando Cortez, or Hernando
Cortés, the great Spanish captain-general, keen for further ad-
venture and unsatiated by the wealth of the Montezumas,
despatched his kinsman, one of Balboa’s veterans, Alvara de
Saavedra, from the port of Tehuantepec on the west coast of

[2]



words calida fornax (hot furnace), the Peninsula acquired its
name. loday, though the women of both Californias are
famed for their vigor, there are no Amazons roaming through
the land; but California is a greater name to conjure by even
than in the days of the caciques!

Mendoza sailed northward —and never returned. Storms,
treacherous natives, mutiny and starvation swallowed up master

[3]



ous expeditions; also, he had enemies in New Spain and at
home yelping at his heels. In the year 1535 he sailed to the
West in person, in search of the land where Ximenez met his
death, and also of the spot where the companions of the
worthy pilot had found many pearls, for they had not returned to
New Spain empty-handed. Cortez was successful in his search;
he found the Bay of Santa Cruz, plenty of pearls, and sufficient

[4]



aces, who worshiped before a golden cross and rendered obei-
sance to the image of the Queen of Heaven. A year later the
worthy Friar Marcés de Noza, who had wandered in the
country north of Mexico, returned to the Spanish settlements
and in nowise allowed himself to be outdone by Sebastian in
the matter of picturesque accounts of the northern wonders.
Against these delightful tales the temperament and ardor of

[5]



partially explored; furthermore, the latter now received a
name, the “Sea of Cortez.”

About this time Mendoza, the new viceroy and the bitter
rival of Cortez, despatched a dual expedition to obtain knowl-
edge concerning the wondrous country of the cheerful story-
teller, Sebastian, and that other worthy, Padre Marcés, and
also, presumably, to gather in a few bushel baskets of the

[6]



MAGDALENA BAY
Discovered by De Ulloa in 1539. Here the U. S. Government has secured a coaling station and here her Navy
engages in big gun practice









lion, coin and jewels, not forgetting, in their haste, an occasional
batch of pretty sefioritas— for these were the wild times when
life and death and romance and fighting mingled freely
together.

Such presumptuous daring, however, awoke the resent-
ment of their Spanish majesties, and the Viceroy of Mexico
was directed to explore the coast of California and to found

[9]



complete exploration were received with S0 much of the pro-
crastinating spirit which has accursed Spain and Spanish
methods that death interposed and cut off the explorer before
the hidalgos were prepared to send him forth again. Over one
hundred and fifty years were to elapse ere the undertaking of
further explorations along the western coast of California.

No such slight, however, was accorded to the eastern

[10]
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returned again the following winter and anchored in the Bay
of San Bruno, near the twenty-sixth parallel. From here he
sent a party into the interior. The three padres accompanied
this expedition. The explorers traveled fifty Spanish* leagues

*The Spanish league is equivalent to 2.6 statute miles. Wherever the term
“league " appears in these chapters without the qualifying word “ Spanish,” it refers
to the American league of three statute miles.— A. W.N.

[11]
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of supreme importance, for her navigators had found that the
prevalent winds and principal ocean currents of the Pacific
were such that the Manila galleons on their western voyages
from the ports of Tehuantepec or Panama could readily put
in for water and repairs at any of the bays about Cape San
Lucas, while the northern Mendocino coast and the Cape San

[12]



IN THE DAYS OF THE CONQUISTADORES

Lucas regions were havens of refuge on their return. Further,
bitter experience with the rapacious buccaneers had taught
Spain the danger to her Pacific commerce when these Cali-
fornian shores were open to hostile ships.

Notwithstanding the venturesome trips of the various bold
-voyagers of this period, however, the general conception of
even the coast line of the Peninsula was still so hazy that the
Californias were set down in the 1686 report of the explora-
tions of Otondo and Kino as an island, seventeen hundred
leagues in length by five hundred in width! As for the interior
of the country, it was a book with uncut leaves.

[13]
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THE SWAY OF THE JESUIT PADRES

Over one hundred and fifty years had now elapsed since
the voyages of Cortez to California, and all attempts of Spain
to occupy the country had resulted in disastrous failures; the
Spanish government, discouraged by its costly and unremunera-
tive expeditions, decided to delegate the task of colonizing the
country. With this end in view they turned to the Company
of Jesus, a Roman Catholic society founded in France by
Ignatius Loyola a century and a half before.

The French explorers of the New World were brave men
and tactful with the natives. The English settlers were more
aggressive than the French, certainly less tactful. In later gen-
erations the American frontiersmen and trappers became noted
as the embodiments of personal courage, and occasionally
they were diplomatic with the Indians. The Jesuits, who
entered the missionary field in California, however, were
possessed of the tact of the French explorers, the persistency
of the English settlers and the diplomacy and bravery of the
American frontiersmen. Of this even a skeptic can become
thoroughly convinced by traveling through the wildernesses of
Lower California and observing the works and studying the
history of the Society of Jesus.

The Spanish government had made no mistake in its
policy, and it showed further wisdom in placing Padre Juan
Maria Salvatierra, a native of Milan and a priest of noble
parentage and ancient Spanish descent, in full charge of the

[14]



prosperity. Betore the newcomers stretched a wide plain run-
ning back a few leagues to the mighty cliffs and peaks of a
mountain range which they christened the Sierra Giganta; the
general height of these rugged Sierras was over five thousand
feet above the sea level. The soil of the plain was fairly good,
and Indians, fresh water and a seaport were in close proximity
with one another.

[15]









THE MOTHER OF CALIFORNIA

averted. The padres tactfully began by instructing the chil-
dren; in return they learned the dialect from the little ones.
In these modern days of scoffing, it is amusing and almost
pathetic to read of the unquestioning faith of the padres; the
Indian, crouching behind a viznaga and drawing an arrow in
his bow, had the devil to assist him in sighting at a padre,
while the yellow-jacket, that chanced to buzz in the archer’s
face and upset his aim, was sent by Our Lady of Loreto.

Nor were the Indians and ignorance of their language the
(m]v r]rnwhanlrg, RIS S SAr AT anol sl e i ST SR | DO RS
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a highly educated native of Sicily and a staunch friend of Sal-
vatierra, joined the latter at Loreto. Having heard of a large
Indian settlement in a deep valley some distance to the
southwest of Loreto, he made an arduous journey in search of
the spot, a journey which well exemplifies the difficulties under
which the padres labored through their ignorance of the Indian
dialects. Padre Piccolo thought the rancheria was termed

[19]






greater than that of San Xavier. They refer to them as the
Mission of La Presentacién. As no such mission was recorded
by the chroniclers, it would seem as though La Presentacién
might mark the most ancient site of the Mission of San Fran-
cisco Xavier de Vigge and as though its ruins might be the
remains of the first San Xavier, erected in the year of our

Lord 1699. Near all the sites of San Xavier there is an abun-
[21]



THE MOTHER OF CALIFORNIA

dance of water and some few acres of level land, and around
the present mission are immense orange and lemon trees, fine
limes and olives, many pomegranates, and fields where peas
and garabanzas, beans and wheat, corn and sugar-cane thrive
most wondrously.

The eighteenth century opened. With Londa, Loreto,
Malibat and San Xavier to care for, the padres waited five
years before expanding further; then, thirty leagues north-
ward from Loreto, on an eminence overlooking a fine stream
which flows into an estuarv that reaches up from the Gulf of



SAN JOSE DE COMONDU

Interior of the mission as seen through a rent in the roof immediately above the altar









diseases which they brought trom the mainland, more Indians
than they could slay with blunderbuss or broadsword, one of
their number became an individual of note. His name was
Manuel Osio. Having turned thriftily from soldiering to the
gathering of pearls, as a successful armador de perlas, or pearl-
hunter, Manuel became the first “richest man in California.”
He, or one of his crew, found one pearl the size of a pigeon’s

[25]



THE MOTHER OF CALIFORNIA

egg and of the value of fifty thousand pesos. The Queen of
Spain took the pearl and Sefior Osio gathered in the pesos.
But to return to the system of mission government. Each
mission was the capital of its own community of Indian vil-
lages, termed pueblos de visita, each under the control of an
Indian governor, appointed by the mission padre and author-
ized to maintain order. In each pueblo there was also an
Indian maestro de la doétrina who supervised the praying, cate-
chism lessons, etc., which were expected of the natives. At

- -
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formed ears, eyes and mouth. The skins of the coast natives
were darker than those in the interior. Deformities were rare
and drunkenness unknown. The men had sparse beards and
strenuously objected to the wearing of clothing; the women,
on the other hand, were delighted with the idea of garments
and began clothing themselves immediately after the coming

‘ [27]



melons at a sitting after having established the mighty record
of swallowing twenty-four pounds of meat in an equal number
of consecutive hours. It is highly probable that this is still the
record in the Californias! In the chase and for combat the
men used bows, tapering at the ends and thick in the middle,
full five and six feet in length; their arrows were a yard long.
The arrow tips were hardened in hot ashes and feathers were

[28]
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at the head of the soldiery on the Peninsula. As he directly
and officially represented the Spanish Crown, he was styled
the “Governor” of California. In comparison with the father
superior he seems to have been pretty much of a drone. In
the period from 1697 to 1768 the office of governor was filled
successively by five captains, viz.: Luis de Torres y Tortolero,
Antonio Garcia de Mendoza, Estevan Rodriguéz Lorenzo,
Bernardo Rodriguéz Lorenzo and Fernando Xr. de Rivera y
Moncada.



its mouth blistered his men. After four months of such peril-
ous travel, the bold padre cast anchor again off Loreto.

At the same time that Ugarte was exploring the Gulf of
California, Captain George Shevlock of England was cruising
about California waters engaged in a little privateering enter-
prise. On his return to England Shevlock set forth on his
charts that California was an island. This assertion was not

[31]
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surprising, for at this time a controversy was raging between
certain of the episcopal authorities on the Spanish Main as to
which bishopric las Islas Californias belonged! Guadalajara was
finally awarded the “island.” Captain Shevlock, by the way,
was not the last of his nation to construc¢t an island of Cali-
fornia. No less a navigator than the noted Lord Anson, after
sailing close by Cape San Lucas in the year 1742, referred to
the coast in his log, puablished in 1748, as the “Island of
California.” .

While Ugarte and Shevlock were thus acennied. the nadrea



LG LUSSIVLIL Was surrgunuea py newas or sugar-cane, grain andc
clover; by fine vineyards and orchards of orange, lemon, olive,
pomegranate and fig trees. Later, through the beneficence of
a Spanish queen, a million and a half of pesos were forth-
coming for the mission; and with this sum storehouses were
erected, a parochial residence, quarters for soldiers and a
beautiful church. Adjoining the church was a patio, one hun-

[33]
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dred and fifty feet square, and about this were grouped the
subsidiary buildings. A touch of the Moorish shows in the
exterior architecture and decorations of these structures. The
church itself was built substantially and with much elegance.
Its walls were of hewn stone, four feet in thickness. The floor
dimensions were one hundred and twenty-five feet by twenty-
three, the height was sixty feet, the ceiling was vaulted and
domed. The altar carvings were beautifully executed, and on
the altar itself were gold, silver and jeweled ornaments while
the walls were hung with oil paintings done by ltalian masters.



INTERIOR OF THE CHURCH AT SAN IGNACIO

A mission to which a Spanish queen gave over a million pesos



history of the missions. He traveled westward from San Igna-
cio to the Pacific, a journey of thirty-five long leagues that
taxes the grit of the explorer. By swinging slightly southward,
a bit of steep, rugged climbing may be avoided and the water
of San Angel may be found. Though brackish, it assuages the
thirst of the first nine leagues. From San Angel the traveler
enters upon endless plains of sand and grass, with some

[35]
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cholla, and, if Fortune smiles, after twenty-four leagues he
drinks from the water of Ojo de Liebre, heedless of the myriad
red insects in the water. If he misses the scrub alamo (cotton-
wood ) that shades the water-hole, he can die consoled by the
thought that many another has died in the same way on the
Llanos de Ojo Liebre. Taraval doubtless found the water.
There is a tradition that he found it by digging. Passing from
the coast, he visited the Island of Natividad, Isle of Birds he
called it, and Cedros Island.

f o1 1 BRI L T L 2 . ]



Indians enjoying the beautiful beach and living near a palm-
shaded spring. Protecting this bay, and the more northerly
one of Nuestra Sefiora de los Remedios, there was a great
island, rugged and mountainous, which he termed Angél de la
Guardia. This island is over fifteen leagues in length and the
channel between it and the coast was so full of whales that he
called it Canal de las Ballenas. Along the shores of this strait

[37]
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the explorers found valuable pearl oyster-beds, and passing
through it they eventually arrived at the Bay of San Luis Gon-
zaga, into which flowed a small stream of brackish water.
About this stream lived many Indians, one of whom, to Con-
sag’'s amazement, had a dog. The warriors wore little and the
women no clothing. Eventually the explorers visited the Bays
of San Fermin and San Felipe and later entered the mouth of
the Colorado River, from which they were driven back by the



missions. 1he IVlarquis de VuUlapuente, POSSESsOr of broad
estates in Tamaulipas on the east coast of Mexico, was at once
the first and the most constant and generous of the contribu-
tors to the Fund. His gifts came by the tens of thousands of
pesos. Certainly to the benevolent marquis must be accorded
the high honor of being the earliest of the noble philanthropists
whose names have been linked with the Californias. The

[39]






THE MISSION OF SAN BORJA
Founded in the eighteenth century through the munificence of one of the Borgias



Royal Highway.

In the year 1762, Padre Winceslao Link, a native of Bohemia
and an intrepid explorer, founded the Mission of San Fran-
cisco de Borja in a broad arroyo, surrounded by forbidding
mountains and lying thirty leagues northwest of Santa Ger-
trudis. The mission site was well known among the Indians;
they had called it Adac. Numerous bright-eyed native chil-

[41]



cactl, rourisned the f-alo Aaan, a snrup userul ror 1ts cieansing
properties, the ocofilla, its leafless, spiked branches reaching up-
ward like so many fish-poles, and the milapa or cirio, a most
strange cactus, growing upward to a height of sixty or seventy
feet without a branch, of commensurate girth and with an as-
penlike bark, At San Borja the Peninsula is a scant twelve
leagues in width, and taking a course northeast from the mis-

[42]



benefactress of the Missions of Calamyget and San Borja,
Maria, grand duchess of Borja, or Borgia, and kinswoman of
the famous Caesar Borgia. It was established on a bench in a
deep cafion with almost inaccessible mountains rising on
every side and with not over two acres of cultivable land in
sight. A small spring furnished water; a few hundred Indians
lived near by in nightly dread of the vicious lions. In a deep

[43]
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arroyo beyond the mission, a forest of beautiful palms furnished
a delightful resting-spot, but, since Padre Arnes with his Indian
helpers erected an adobe church, a parochial house and irri-
gating ditches within the few months at his disposal, it is
hardly probable that he found time to enjoy any rest in the
winter of 1767-68. And in the spring of the latter year, with-
out previous warning, the Society of Jesus was expelled from
California!

A more ungrateful act cannot be imagined. The Spanish
government had been unsuccessful in its efforts to colonize



SANTA MARIA

The most inaccessible of the missions and the last eighteenth century Jesuit establishment in Spanish America. Within ten years
past a jar of treasure was found buried in the walls of this mission



eyes, turned away from the beloved shores of California,” em-
barking at Loreto in a royal packet which carried them to the
Spanish Main. Of their possessions they had been despoiled,
each padre being allowed only his habit, his breVIary, and one
book of theology and one of science.

At this time, according to the chronicler Clavqero, there
was an Indian population, scattered throughout the various

[45]
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THE SAN FERNANDINES AND THE
DOMINICANS

In April, 1768, two months after the departure of the six-
teen Jesuits, thirteen padres of the Franciscan Brotherhood
from the College of San Fernando on the Main, under the
leadership of Padre Junipero Serra, landed at Loreto and as-
sumed the charge of the California missions. This Padre Serra
was a little man with a wizened face and burning bright eyes,
but his piety and indomitable energy were to win for him
lasting fame in Upper California. The members of his brother-
hood had already been extremely successful in missionary
labors in Mexico where they had made marked advance by
reason of their shrewdness and their methodical attention to
details. Indeed, from the fact that four of their number had
landed with Viscaino at the port of La Paz in 1596, the Fran-
ciscans justly claimed to have been the first religious order to
enter California. Despite their various qualifications, however,
they were possessed of neither the daring nor the high educa-
tion of the California Jesuits. |

In the summer following the arrival of Padre Serra, Don
José de Galvez, the visitador-general, came to the Péninsula
and made a tour of investigation of its missions. After render-
ing encouragement to the mining village of San Antonio Real,
situated just off Ventana Bay, and establishing the Curacy of
San Antonio in the village, Don José began to worry over the
scarcity of women in the Indian tribes, Next, with the consent

[47]



1 uc padres were already dissatisfied, and their great leader,
seeing wonderful possibilities in the new country above San
Diego, and being influenced by pestilence, feuds and the de-
mands of the Dominican Brotherhood for a foothold in Cali-
fornia, shortly agreed to surrender to the latter the peninsular
district of California. In return he secured, for his order, the
exclusive control of so much of the Californias as lay north of

[48]



STONE CHURCH AT THE CURACY OF SAN ANTONIO REAL
Established by Junipero Serra and Don Jos€ Galvez, under the auspices of the San Femandines




Dominic in the year 1170, this order had early acquired wide
renown for the theological discussions and scientific researches
of its members. In California missionary labor the Dominicans
saw a great field for additional honors.

In the year 1774, and as soon as they were settled in the
California missions, the new padres reached forward and es-

tablished the Mission of El Rosario, near the Bay of Las Vir-
[49]



with wooden soldiers, the Spaniards and the padres began to
refer to the country from Cape San Lucas to the line, immedi-
ately below San Diego Bay, as California Antigua, and to the
region to the north thereof as California Nueva. These terms,
however, were shortly superseded by the more modern names

of- Baja California and Alta California.
The child Alia was now in being, and close upon its birth

[50]






water, but the Indians were so numerous, hostile and treacher-
ous, that they caused the mission site to be changed several
times.

As a matter of fac, while the Dominicans were finding
less cactus, more timber and, in many respects, better land in
the northern portion of the Peninsula, they were also finding a
more warlike and ferocious class of Indians in possession of
the land. :

In the spring of 1794, Padre Cayetano Pallas established
the Mission of San Pedro Martir de Verona in latitude 30°,
45" north, longitude 115°, 20" west. This mission was erected
amidst Alpine grandeur on the upper edge of a meadow high
up on San Pedro Martir Mountain, a great hulk that rises to
an altitude of over ten thousand feet above the sea level, has
still the finest pine and oak timber and had, at that time, the
most powerful Indians on the Peninsula. Link, of San Borja
Mission, had partially explored the southeastern slopes of this
sierra thirty years earlier. San Pedro Martir Mission was
located twelve leagues east of Santo Domingo, and its build-
ings and outworks were on a most extensive scale.

The following year a pestilence caused the closing of the
Mission of Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe 6 Huasinapi, and

[52]
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ROSARIO

Site of the first Dominican mission in California. Near here several of William Walker's American filibusters were garroted
after their ammunition had run out
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illiga. In June, 1796, this venturesome soldier set forth from
San Vicenti to explore these northern regions. In two trips he
visited the Santa Catarina site, the Colorado River, the gulf
port of San Felipe, the mountain Missions of San Pedro Martir
and Santo Domingo and, before the end of October, even jour-
neyed from the mouth of the Colorado River to San Diego.
Atrilliga’s journal is most amusing to read: “Traveled today”;

[53]



dines. It was situated in latitude 31°, 35" north, longitude
115°,45" west, and was the last mission ever established in
Lower California. It was surrounded by the fiercest Indians on
the Peninsula.

The establishment of the Mission of Santa Catarina marks
the close of what may well be termed the third period of
Lower California history. It is a period remarkable for prog-

[54]



fine energy; they had added to old establishments and made
new ones; they had extended the trails and highways; they
had passed beyond the sterile section about Calamyget and
Santa Maria and entered into the promising grazing country
to the north; but, alas! they were about to prove themselves
unequal to the management of the great missionary system.
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THE END OF THE MISSION
DAYS; AN ELUCIDATION OF THE
“PERIOD OF NO HISTORY”

The eighteenth century was now dying. Its last years saw
the Missions of Santa Catarina, San Pedro Martir, San Vicenti
and Santo Tomé4s again and again assaulted by the treacherous
warriors from the sierras and the deserts. At the same time,
and with even more vital consequences to the missionary sys-
tem, the Dominicans not only lapsed from their zeal, but by
rancorous disputes concerning the ownership of the valley of
San Rafael, lying between San Vicenti and Santo Domingo,
loosened the tongue of scandal. Their subsequent conduct
gave it continued cause to riot. The padre at sacred Loreto
was removed because of his unseemly life; in 1803 even the
superior of the missions was exiled for misconduct. According
to historic and traditional accounts, brutal conduct toward the
Indians and overindulgence of the appetites were common
failings that increased among the peninsular padres with the
advancing years of the nineteenth century, making a shameful
blot upon the fair record of the missionaries.

By piecing together the few writings of the padres them-
selves, the traditions of the missions and the journals of the
voyagers to the ports, and considering with them the testimony
of ruins and self-evident signs, one obtains, briefly, the follow-
ing view of Lower California mission conditions in the first
four decades of the nineteenth century,— years covered by no
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Pious Fund, thus depnvmg et onaties ot thel: rightful
support; to crown all, the Indians daily threatened the lives of
the padres. Nor were the threats of the savages idle; in 1803
the Indians murdered Padre Surroca at Santo Tomés and three
years later the San Borja Indians revolted and assaulted their
“mission. “Even a padre is but a man,” and it is hardly sur-
prising that many of these Dominicans, placed in repellent
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rated, politically, from the upper district by decree of March,
1804, Arilliga assuming control of the northern country and
Captain Felipe de Goycoechea of Lower California.

About the same time Spain became involved in the Napo-
leonic wars on the continent and was unable to pay any atten-
tion to the far-away California Peninsula— except to forbid her
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and Cabrera, honored by :soldiers, scholars and rulers, alas,
Loreto, sacred Loreto, how greatly hast thou suffered!

The Peninsula now began to learn of things political. José
Arguello, her last colonial governor, resigned, and José Manuel
Ruiz became Jefe Politico or territorial commander.

Very shortly after these changes, Coronel José de Eche-
andia came to Loreto as civil and military commander of both
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other services; that the mission churches be given to the
parishes, etc.

The enactment of such legislation does not seem surprising.
The whole spirit of Mexican independence was unfavorable to
the continuance of the mission tenure which had lapsed into a
land monopoly tin¢tured with phases of slavery. The friars
claimed that the Indians were not yet prepared for citizenship,
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TWO GREAT CALIFORNIA ADVENTURERS
William Walker, the Destroyer Fernando Cortez, the Discoverer

From an engraving by Buttre From an engraving by Holl



known as the “Bay of Five Hills,” and Magdalena Bay were
the favorite regions for these gatherings.

During these years more legitimate voyagers also visited
the peninsular coast, men such as Captain A. Duhaut-Cilley
Duflot de Mofras and Admiral Du Petit Thouars of France,
Admiral Edward Belcher, Captain Henry Kellett and Lieuten-
ant R. W. Hardy of England, and Captain Benjamin Morrell

[61]












Seliridge, U. S. Navy, with the Dale arrived at La Faz and
landed under fire.

Captain Pineda of the Mexican troops and the friar of San
Ignacio now incited the natives to rise against the invaders,
whereupon Commander Selfridge announced that the United
States had not only taken possession of Lower California but
would not relinquish that possession and that all were invited
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had accepted Rie authority of the invaders on the express as-
surance that the northern republic intended to hold the coun-
try; now they found themselves about to be deprived of their
new friends and openly threatened by their neighbors whom
they had declined to assist in the war. |So palpably unfair to
these non-combatants was the action of the United States, that
even the officers of the occupying forces indignantly charac~
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members. The northern district stretched from Loreto to the
line.

Meantime, the discovery of gold in Upper California had
drained the Peninsula of many of its remaining residents and
peopled again the ancient caminos with throngs of hurrying
travelers. Many of the pioneer gold-seekers, bound for the
northern El Dorado, reached the western side of the Isthmus of
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A SECTION OF NEGLECTED SIERRA CAMINO REAL









public view.

On the 30th of September, 1853, General Hitchcock, com-
mander of the government forces stationed at San Francisco,
seized the Arrow, a brig which Walker had chartered for his
southern raid. For this proper interference with a breach of
neutrality with a friendly power, Hitchcock was thereupon dis-
placed. In the decade of the fifties, Jefferson Davis and the
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name; the Patties, first of Americans to enter the interior,
carved themselves a place with Arilliga as the greatest ex-
plorers of the northern portion of the Peninsula; M. de Mofras
journeyed along EI Camino Real; Lower California was bereft
of her child, Upper California passing into ‘the hands of the
United States; the gold seekers of "49-'50 rushed through the
country, northward bound from Panama, and the boundary

1771
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commission surveyed the northern line. Of all these events
two were indescribably pregnant for the Peninsula: national
separation from Upper California and the death of the mission
system.

In conclusion: the Spanish conquistadores had found
naught in the land save its geographical position and its pearls;
the padres, after fair progress in the development of the coun-
try, had allowed their establishments to become deserted;

what cheer could there be in the prospect now before pobre
Baja Californial
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THE AWAKENING

By 1856 the condition of Lower California was so unfor-
tunate that the prospect was hopeful: there could be no more
sinking for there could be no lower depths! In this year Sr.
Don Francisco Ferrer, comandante of the Frontiers, made re-
port that milk and herbs:-were the only source of subsistence
for the inhabitants between Santo Tomas and the American
line, that for them a few cooked beans once a month was
counted a luxury and that not a single one of these benighted
people could either read or write.

And yet, coincident with this poverty, strangers were find-
ing fortunes within sight of the Peninsula shores, for whales
and seals were plentiful off the coast and in the lagoons, and
from whale and seal oil the New Bedford whalers alone gath-
ered in during the fifties full quarter of a million dollars an-
nually. Magdalena Bay was the center for “trying out” the
blubber, while the ponds of San Quintin and Ojo de Liebre
furnished all the salt required. For a time the whalers pursued
the “ California Grays,” as the fighting whales frequenting the
gulf about the Canal de Ballenas and Playa Los Angeles were
called, but these warriors evidently got rather the best of the
contest, for the whalers eventually left them to blow in peace.
Black Warrior and Scammon’s Lagoon were two of the inland
waters especially frequented by the whalers. The latter of these
lagoons was discovered about this time and named for Captain

C. M. Scammon of the U. S. Revenue Service. In the decade
[79]
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beginning with 1855, this officer made numerous surveys of
the west coast of the Peninsula.

But if foreigners were taking away they were also bringing
in money. As early as 1768 Don José Galvez, visitador-gen-
eral, had taken steps to encourage the colonization of Lower
California, and in 1824 the new Mexican government passed
a colonization law and four years later adopted regulations
concerning the same. Apparently, however, these efforts
attracted no settlers save a few ex-soldiers. On the 12th of
Inlv. 1856. therefore. a new Colonization A& was put into



and bounds of the grant— between latitude 24°, 29" north and
31° north. Unable to handle the colonization of such a vast
tract, this company transferred its concession to a syndicate of
prominent eastern capitalists, including such names as W. G.
Fargo, John A. Logan, August Belmont, Ben Butler, Caleb
Cushing, Ben Holladay and Leonard W. Jerome. This syndi-
cate engaged Colonel William Denton of La Paz to survey

[81]






Hassler and the Narragansetf, made a complete survey of the
peninsular coast. In 1858 Lieutenant J. C. Ives of the United
States Topographical Engineers had explored the Colorado up-
ward from its mouth. Now, therefore, mapmakers could over-
look the charts made by Padre Consag one hundred and thirty
years earlier and turn to newer and more accurate ones.
Doubtless, if the shades of Cortez, Alarcon, Vizcaino and
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THE GREATEST MODERN FIGURES IN THE HISTORY OF LOWER CALIFORNIA
Diaz, the Rehabilitator Dewey, the Coast Surveyor
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an insurrectionary movement in Mexico, the president, Juarez,
was shut up in Vera Cruz by the Imperialist forces. President
Buchanan then sent Mr. McClane as minister to Mexico to con-
clude a commercial treaty, and, with vague promises to Juarez
of assistance and future support, to negotiate for the purchase
of several provinces of Mexico, one of which was Lower Cali-
fornia. * * * The negotiations were soon confined to Lower
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ties at Santa Rosalia on the west shore of the Gulf and at the
same time obtained liberal concessional rights covering twenty
thousand hectares, or over fifty thousand acres of land. This
shortly became the most successful concession on the Penin-
sula, :

In the year 1875 Mexico had passed a further colonization
act, and during the eighties two immense land concessions
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The second of the two great territorial concessions was
granted in 1884 to one Louis Hiiller. Hiiller shortly sold out
to the International Company of Mexico, a Connecticut corpora-
tion with a twenty-million-dollar capitalization. The transfer
was ratified on the 2d of June, 1886. This grant included
some fifteen million acres and constituted the governmental or
major portion of what the following year became the Distrifo
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avowed intent of making a new State for the Northern Union.
As the projet won merited and immediate disfavor in the
United States, however, the greater number of the cartridges
and cases of repeating rifles which had been smuggled over
the Line were buried in the sand near San Quintin. Doubitless,
the accursed fleas of that flea-infested locality have made off
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sides of the Lane. 1 he Lolorado Kiver was tapped, an extensive
system of irrigation laid out, settlers flocked in and the fertile
soil of the Colorado Desert at once gave forth splendid crops
to reward the laborers. Meanwhile, with the opening of a new
century, an allied Mexican corporation was established which
shortly acquired one hundred thousand acres west of the Col-
orado and immediately south of the Line. This corporation
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the United States, while the engineering problem of controlling
the rebellious torrent became the Lower California question
most keenly interesting to the scientific world.

Meanwhile, on the Mexican side of the Line five thousand
fertile acres of irrigated Lower California lands were endan-
gered, while to the north two hundred thousand acres of
equally fertile and well-irrigated soil, with a population of nigh

[90]
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ENSENADA, CAPITAL OF THE DISTRITO NORTE



States and Mexico for a distance of about twenty miles. The po-
sition of this part of the international boundary is defined as the
middle of the stream. The navigability of this part of the river
was apparently recognized in the treaties of Mexico relating to
the international boundary. According to the provisions of the
treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo (1848), neither country is to per-
mit works throughout the portion of the river which is common
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So much for the recent doings or misdoings of the Col-
orado! i

From the days of Don José Galvez colonization activities
and mining development have advanced together in Lower
California. The Peninsula mining excitements began in the
eighteenth century at San Antonio Real where they bubbled
up again a hundred years later and left one substantial mine,
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office was successively filled by General Bibiano Dévalos, Cor-
onel Méaximo Velasco, Coronel Patricio Avalos, Coronel An-
drés L. Tapia, General Tiburcio Montiel, General José¢ Maria
Rangel, General Bonifacio Topete, Coronel Rafael Garcia Mar-
tinez, Coronel Abraham Arréniz and Coronel Agustin San-
ginés. The last of these served in the Distrifo Sur. In the north-
ern district, Coronel Celsa Vega is the incumbent; General
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‘I'his was in 1875. Mexico did not see fit to settle the award
until 1890.

In 1891 and thereafter, successive secretaries of state of the
United States made claim upon Mexico for interest on half the
Pious Fund from 1869. In consequence of these claims a
protocol was entered into with Mexico in 1902 providing for
reference of the case to a tribunal to be chosen in conformity
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California’s share of the income of the Pious Fund. The pay-
ments were ordered made in Mexican money.

From the mouths of the brilliant advocates flowed the early
history of the missions of the Mother of California, a period of
her great honor, but from these august proceedings it was Up-
per California that came forth enriched ; “poor Lower Califor- -
nia” was no better off than before — though since that time
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limited written record of the Cape Region. But it remained for
Padre Francisco Xavier Clavijero, the eminent Santa Cruz
Jesuit, to prepare during the latter half of the century the most
scholarly and comprehensive known treatise on the Peninsula
from Cape San Lucas to the twenty-ninth parallel. Clavijero’s
work not only includes the mission details submitted by the
Jesuit missionaries in their letters and reports, but considers at
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Laguna Hanson Sierras at the north, collecting mammals for
the Field Columbian Museum; in the fall of the same year
the writer, in company with his brother, the U. S. Commissioner
of Immigration at San Francisco, made a study of the border
country and the Colorado Desert. In the spring of 1904, Lewis
R. Freeman, in behalf of the Western Field, a San Francisco
magazine, made a careful investigation of the delta of the
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as 1t 1s at present.”™
And now this chronicle has arrived at the present time.
The calm consideration of the scientific aspects of the coun-
*During this same 1905-6 period the writer enjoyed twenty-five hundred miles of
his zigzagging explorations up and down and across the Peninsula, much of it done
with burros and with the intent of familiarizing himself with the country and tracing

out the lost caminos of the Indians and the padres. In the course of these explorations
he passed along the routes of Taraval, Link, Serra, Arilliga and Pattie.— A, W. N.
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speculation” methods have done more harm to the country
than all other causes combined.

Gone now, however, are the vast majority of the various
colonists. Gone, too, conquistador and missionary—aye, long
years gone and nigh forgotten. But to those who know the
voice of Nature the weird fascination of the land still lives.
Up from silent desert and boundless llanos, out from hidden
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recesses of the Sierra comes the mystic call as it did in the
days of Cortez and Cabrillo, Kino and Ugarte, Consag and
Link, Serra and Auilliga, the Patties and De Mofras.
“Something hidden. Go and find it,
Go and lock behind the Ranges—

Something lost behind the Ranges —
Lost and waiting for you. Go!l”

Such material matters, as have been disclosed to those who
have heeded the call, must now be considered. What is the
physical nature of Lower California? What are its resources?
Who are its people and how do they live? What future lies

before the land? These are the immediate questions to be
answered,
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Vi
PHYSICAL LOWER CALIFORNIA

Geographically, Lower California is a long, jagged penin-
sula, lashed on its western and southern shores by the booming
waves of the Pacific Ocean and separated from the main-
land of Mexico by the restless Colorado River and by the
opalescent waters of the Sea of Cortez, or, as that body is
termed with less grace but greater frequency, the Gulf of Cali-
fornia. With a general trend from northwest to southeast, this
strange territory attains a maximum length of some two hun-
dred and fifty leagues, although its breadth in places is a scant
ten and nowhere exceeds fifty leagues. In round numbers the
area of Lower California exceeds thirty-eight million acres, and
of these, seventeen and a quarter million are north of the
twenty-eighth parallel of latitude. In calling the Gulf the Adri-
alic of the West and in likening the Peninsula to their beloved
Italy, the Jesuits made an excellent general comparison, both
topographically and climatically. Lower California is a hun-
dred miles the longer, however, while the Italian peninsula
has the greater breadth. Also, the latter enjoys more moisture
and has more level land.

From the American boundary on the north to Cape San
Lucas, shouldering high above cactus-clad plains, small oases
and parched deserts, there extends throughout the California
Peninsula a mighty range of grim mountains, sloping away to
the west, breaking off to the east in abrupt, awe-inspiring
cliffs. Of these sierras, five thousand feet is but an average
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of La Paz are called the Cacachilas; the grim ridges and peaks
back of Loreto were known, even among the ancient padres, as
the Sierra Giganta; the sierras, southwest of San Ignacio and
separating the llanos of Ojo de Liebre and Magdalena, are
called, indiscriminately, the Sierra Pintada and the Santa Clara
Sierras; San Pedro Martir Sierra is a range by itself, extending
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and separated therefrom by great depths of water. These
scientists say, further, that the region about and immediately
above San José del Cabo is the remnant of a formerly existing
tropical peninsula that extended southward along the Mexican
coast, taking in the Tres Marfas and other islands and sepa-
rated from the balance of the present California Peninsula by
a channel passing westerly from the Bay of La Paz to the
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plains. Guadalupe Valley, above Ensenada in La Frontera, is
an exception, being vastly similar to the great farming valleys
so frequent in the State of California. Scattered here and there
about La Frontera are excellent tracts of farming land, such as
the valleys of San Telmo and Rosario, and along the Hardy
and the Colorado Rivers there are thousands of acres of fertile
and level land, which by reclamation would become extremely
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THE TOP OF LOWER CALIFORNIA
La Providencia Picacho, one of the unscaled peaks of San Pedro Martir Siera



is usually of an ashy volcanic loam.

The Colorado and the Hardy are the only rivers that touch
Lower California. The so-called “rivers” of Tia Juana, San
Vicenti, Santo Domingo, Rosario, Mulege, Comond1, Purisima,
Todos Santos, San José, etc., are small streams except in time
of exceptional storm or of cloudburst. Of these last named
“rivers” the Purisima carries the largest volume of water;
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is from fifty to a hundred yards in width and, its snaky course
considered, doubtless fifty leagues in length. Its headwaters
are among a group of some sixty mud volcanoes, situated
about eight leagues south of the international boundary and an
equal distance west of the Colorado River. These “volcanoes”
have been described as “circular holes containing boiling mud
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these is described in the publications of the United States
Hydrographic Office as “one of the most spacious and safe
harbors in the world, (it) is about fifteen miles long, north-
west and southeast, and twelve miles wide.” The actual length
of this great sheet of water, however, is nearer forty than
fifteen miles, but points making out from the mainland and
from Santa Margarita, a long narrow island crowded in shore-
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The islands adjacent to the coast are as numerous as its

*On the eve of the departure of the United States fleet for the Pacific Ocean in
the closing days of 1907, Mexico exhibited still greater courtesy by granting to her
northern sister the right to establish and maintain coaling stations at Magdalena Bay
for a period of three years. At the time of going to press it is announced in naval
publications that the great fleet will spend a month at the superb bay, engaged in
big gun practice.— A. W. N.
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Monarch of the Sierra heights



above the Cape Region. [t may be safely said that the Cape
Region and the country bordering on the Sea of Cortez receive
their rainfall from the tropical summer rains originating in the
Gulf of Mexico, the heaviest and surest rainfall being precipi-
tated along the sierra back-bone. It may also be said that the
west coast of La Frontera, or that portion of it above San
Quintin, is subject to most uncertain winter rains, the tail end
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and water-terrapin are found. These tinajas are the salvation of
those who travel about the Peninsula.

Considering its immense coast line, Lower California is not
a land of many or severe winds. Off the northeastern portion
of the Cape Region there occurs, at intervals of several years,
a local hurricane known as El Cordonaso. While this hurricane
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purity: whatever the cause, the result is that there is probably
no more healthful climate in the world than that of Lower
California. This was the verdict of the Jesuit missionaries who
were in touch with the “uttermost parts of the earth”; this
was the verdict of the New York Volunteers who occupied the
country during the Mexican War and whose officers likened
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the climate to that of Persia or Arabia, reporting in a year but
two deaths from natural causes among fifteen hundred people;
this has been the verdict of those who have resided in or ex-
plored the land. Certainly it is a country where disease is
infrequent and wounds heal readily, where extreme age is no
rarity and physicians are practically unknown. Probably from
a standpoint of health the most favored sections are along the
line of the high sierras and throughout the Waist of the Pen-

insula.
Tha mean temneratnre of [.ower California is not known.



AMONG THE PINES OF SAN PEDRO MARTIR SIERRA



a dark mountain sheep and the ordinary light variety (the
tajes, noted by Padre Clavijero in his classic writings many dec-
ades before the early nineteenth century naturalists first made
mention of the rocky mountain bighorn): these await the big
game hunter who is undismayed by precipices, thorns, thirst,
heat and cold, blind trails, scorpions, tarantulas, salaman-
kasers, three varieties of rattlesnakes and minor obstacles.
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Fortunately, the “pestivorous” little chinche and the jigger of
more tropical Mexico do not infest the Peninsula. Of quail
and doves (three varieties of each), of ducks, geese and snipe
there seems to be no limit. Luckily for the preservation of
this game, the Mexican government is making the introduction
of firearms almost an impossibility; let it place a limit, also,
on the slaughter of game for local mines and then the country
will long remain a paradise for creatures of the wilderness.
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Paz, or Justice of the Peace. Gendarmes Federal, or mounted
rural police, popularly called Rurales, enforce the laws and pre-
serve peace; in the northern district there are fifty of these
gendarmes, in the southern, seventy. Each district, moreover,
~ has a company of one hundred and forty federal soldiers;
Ensenada, Mulege and La Paz are the military stations. With
the exception of local hospitals of limited capacity, one at Santa
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Lower Calitornia. 'l'o be exiled in any one of these five would
be no unkind fate. From its English and American origin,
Ensenada is not a typical Mexican town; its situation, how-
ever, is delightful. Historic Loreto, for so many years the cap-
ital of the Californias, is now a small pueblo of six hundred
inhabitants. In 1905 it had an export trade of raisins, wine,
panoche, dates and grain aggregating twenty thousand pesos
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have been neglected —the Gulfo Camino is practically lost
above Santa Rosalia and the Sierra and Pacifico Caminos
merely piece out one another— until they cause worry even to
a burro and only admit of progress slightly more rapid than
the pace of a snail. These caminos usually follow the course of
an arroyo or swing dire@ly across a mesa, and to stray from
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pany’s Curacao makes a monthly run from San Francisco to En-
senada, San José del Cabo, La Paz, Santa Rosalia and return.
En route the Curacao touches at Guaymas, Altata, Mazatlan
and Topolabampo, making mainland railroad connections. Sev-
eral Mexican steamer lines operate upon the Sea of Cortez, con-
necting San José del Cabo, La Paz, Loreto, Mulege and Santa
Rosalia with each other and with Guaymas where, via the
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THE PITHAYA DULCE
A frequent growth in the Distrito Sur



inches in diameter, remains; (2) this core is roasted in an
oven; (3) the roasted core is reduced to a fibrous pulp by
pounding in a mortar; (4) the pulp and its attendant juice
are left in large hide vats to ferment; (5) water is poured over
the fermented mass and the mixture is boiled in copper vessels
connected with a screw; (6) out from the screw dribbles
a small stream of colorless, limpid liquid, sharp in taste and
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SUGAR MILL AT SAN JOSE DEL CABO



tute mattress and bed most in use. The customary diet con-
sists of coffee, milk, cheese, wild honey, fortillas, beans and
crushed dried beef fried in lard. Coffee-drinking before break-
fast is a favorite custom and boiled rice swimming in grease is
a highly appreciated addition to any meal. In the three south-
ern geographical subdivisions, mefates are still in general use
for the grinding of corn and wheat for tortillas, while flint, steel
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A MESSAGE COME DOWN FROM PREHISTORIC CALIFORNIANS
Ancient hieroglyphics on a high cliff near San Fernando




in La Frontera: one near San Fernando, one on the northern
slope of San Pedro Martir Sierra, just off the desert, and a
third thirty-five miles farther north in the Arroyo Grande.
These various inscriptions have certain kindred points. All of

*Bancroft, in his “ Native Races,” after locating this inscription as near the old
Jesuit Mission of Santiago, dismisses the subject with this statement: “The only ac-
counts of antiquities relate to cave and cliff paintings and inscriptions which have
never been copied and concerning which, consequently, not much can be said.”
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them are written on cliffs facing the east and at heights of
from ten to fifteen feet above the base level; all are in close
proximity to water. Those at San Ignacio and on San Pedro
Martir Sierra are picture drawings, while the other groups con-
sist of characters not unlike those of the writings of the ancient
Chaldeans and Ethiopians. However, until some method of
deciphering these petroglyphs is discovered, all that can be
predicated of the earliest Californians is that they were suffi-
ciently advanced in civilization to clothe themselves and to em-
ploy an alphabet.



CENTURY-OLD COCUPA COUPLE NEAR THE RIO HARDY
The brave, the one standing, is blind; the bones of his squaw protrude through the skin at the knees



TEALL Wl MR MraArmmn e s — o

At Ensenada, San Quintin and Alamo there are Chinese
stores, and the existence of an “underground railway" requires
unremitting vigilance on the part of the United States Immigra-
tion Riders along the Border to prevent the smuggling of
Chinese into the State of California. Although these Riders are
keen, determined men, they occasionally meet with “accidents,”
and in one instance, at least, a Chinese conspiracy caused a
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IN THE BULL RING AT TIA JUANA
Bull-fights are held here not infrequently
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place of attomobile and railroad. Except for a few thousand
in La Frontera, there are no domestic sheep in the country; in
the Distrito Sur there are numerous flocks of goats. Were it
not for the nourishment they obtain by browsing on the pods
of the mesquit and the brittle twigs of the palo verde, stock,
cattle, sheep and goats would entirely perish in seasons of
~ drought. The largest rancho in the Distrito Norte includes,
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PAIS INDIANS AND TYPICAL DWELLING

The author was the first white man whom they had ever seen in their rancheria
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lglestas were roofed, not with tiles or thatch, but enduringly
with stones, gravel and cement.

Of the twelve missions last erected, but one, Santo Do-
mingo, boasts standing walls and a roof over a single room.
The picks of the avaricious have done thorough work and
the buildings of the Dominicans and San Fernandines are
in ruins; so, also, are the Jesuit foundations of Dolores del
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THE MOTHER OF CALIFORNIA

Norte, Malibat, Santa Maria and Calamyget, particularly the
latter.

So much for adobe buildings, shadowed by traditions of
buried treasure, but the stone structures of the south stand,
grimly challenging vandals, time and earthquakes. Set away
as they are in the lone grandeur of noble sierra amphitheaters,
the massive churches of San Borja and Santa Gertrudis are
strange, thrilling sights. Built early in the eighteenth century, a
brave model for the later church of San Luis Rey in Upper
California, San Ignacio stands today in all the pristine beauty



POLITICAL AND SOCJAL CONDITIONS

from San Luis Gonzaga to Santa Maria. To cover his district
in the only way possible — mule-back—requires ten weeks
steady work. Delicate student though he is, the padre cheer-
fully accomplishes this, probably the roughest journey required
of any priest in the world.

To summarize in the fewest of words: in their pueblos
the Californians lead a quaint, provincial, but withal an inter-
esting, life; in the interior the miners and rancheros enjoy a
primitive and truly pastoral existence; over all hangs the at-
mosphere of the days of the padres. Lastly, a perfect climate
blesses the country.
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ver, copper and jewels—and, incidentally, they have annihi-
lated the elk. What might they bring to light on the Penin-
sula? As there are not five men living who have explored
Lower California thoroughly and as no expert mining man has
ever done so, such a question can only be answered by sub-
mitting comparisons for conclusions,
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eral discoveries already made hold out a fair promise for the
future. The earliest mining locality in the Californias lies in
the Cacachilas where the mining town of San Antonio Real
was established before Junipero Serra entered the country. In
this section the El Progresso Mining Company is operating
the Triumfo mines, which have been steadily productive for
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1891 that sold for $17,000.

In 1900 there was a wild rush for the Santa Clara gold
fields near San Roque on the Pacific side of the Peninsula
near the twenty-seventh parallel of latitude, but water was
scarce and no great amount of gold was secured.

To the north of these placers, however, there are vast fields
of salt near Ojo de Liebre and others to the southeast of Ojo
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ponds at San Quintin.

Gold placers were discovered near the twenty-eighth parallel
of latitude in the northwestern portion of Central Lower Cali-
fornia in 1883 at a place called Calmalli. A quarter of a million
dollars was taken out during the mining excitement and a cer-
tain amount of mill work is still being done at Calmalli and the
adjacent mining camp of Alaman.
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The mining-camp of Calamajuet, ten miles above the old
Mission of Calamyget, is of recent location, but from appear-
ances copper, gold and silver are all here gathered in close
proximity. A quarter of a million dollars was taken from the
gold mines at San Francisquito, just above Calamajuet. Al-
though both of these localities are in the center of a mineral
region, they are heavily handicapped by lack of water.
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Northwest of Calamajuet and half a dozen leagues inland
from Punto Cafioas there is a small mining pueblo called:
Catarina. From the Julius Ceesar Mine (the Mexicans, accus-
tomed to saints, speak of it as the “San Julio™ or “Saint
Julius” Mine), near Catarina, over two million dollars’ worth
of copper and gold has been mined. In the same neighbor-
hood gold has been taken from the Columbia Mine, while the
“Evangelina” and several other shafts have developed rich
carmer veing. From the San Fernando Copper Mine, near the









THE MOTHER OF CALIFORNIA

rank among the world’s great producers. The lack of coal, for
in Lower California fuel is scarce, and the lack of water are
the most serious handicaps of the miner.

If these deposits were developed by capital would they ex-
hibit the southern faculty of “pinching out” or would they
turn the country into a vast treasure-house? The solution of

this question, water and transportation are the problems on
which depend the future of the Mother of California,
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THE LAND THAT REACHES DOWN
TOWARD PANAMA

After today comes tomorrow. For Lower California what

, future has tomorrow in store? Mines and quarries, game and

health-restoring climate, sugar and cattle-raising, perhaps me-
dicinal herbs—these would seem to be the assets by which
pobre Baja California might yet regain her lost position.
These, yes, and one far weightier— geographical location! And
this brings squarely into the lime-light a question that cannot
be disregarded: Would it not be to the benefit of both coun-
tries for Mexico to sell and the United States to buy the Penin-
sula?

The consideration of this question at once discloses a unique
situation: on the one hand, Lower California has long proven
an expense and of no especial benefit to Mexico. Why?
Chiefly, because of its geographical location. On the other
hand, the forlorn Peninsula promises to become, in the near

_ future, of the highest value to the United States. Why?

Chiefly, because of its geographical location!

This seeming anomaly will be the more appreciable after a
brief statement of conditions.

First, however, to consider the attitude of those directly in-
volved —the residents of the Peninsula. To them a national
transfer would not be unacceptable, for the Lower California
Mexicans, especially the native-born, have now acquired a
strong regard for the northern Republic, even though its citi-
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friends and not a few kinsfolk. They realize that their isolation
from the mainland precludes all hope of any great develop-
ment under their present government; they know that without
such development no statehood* awaits them. On the other
hand, should El Presidente consider that Mexico needs her
western Peninsula, then under no consideration. would these
Californians consider annexation to the United States. And
annexation to any other nation they would bitterly resent. As
to the few Indians and foreign residents, annexation could not
disturb their rights.

Briefly, then, this native conception of the situation, plus the
fact that virtually all attempts at colonization either from home
or abroad have failed, discloses the conditions which might
make of Mexico a possible vendor.

An exposition of correlative conditions which might now
induce the United States to disregard the ominous failures
which have discredited pobre Baja California, and to enter
the market as a tentative purchaser, calls for a far broader
prospective. At the outset, the fact must be borne in mind

*Paragraph 111, Article LXXII, Subdivision 11, of the Political Constitution of
the Mexican Repwub}\if requires a territorial population of 80,000 as a prerequisite for

statehood.— A,
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In the days of the conquistaaores tne SNIPS OI DpPALl Salcu
up from Panama and from Tehuantepec to the safe harbors of
the Cape Region of California; and for many generations after
1570, following the route of the sailor monk Urdeneta, her
galleons sailed eastward twice a year from the Philippines, ad-
vantaging by the fair winds and favoring currents that brought
them to the upper coast of California, whence they beat south-
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Government’s $7,200,000 investment in Alaska.

It would seem as though no such foresight as that of Secre-
tary Seward’s would be requisite for the Americans to appreci-
ate the advisability, under present conditions, of the purchase
of Lower California. Moreover, such is the physical configura-
tion of the Californias that three compac¢t commonwealths
could easily be formed from them. Without sensible diminu-
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Ciguatan, has ever won for the Mother of California the hearts
of those who have wandered amid her majestic solitudes. To
such wanderers there has ever been given an understanding
of that intense love for the barren land which burned so

*Provided Congress and the State of California agreed thereto ; vide, Article IV,
Secion 3, Subdivision 1, Constitution of the United States; also, 11 Wall, 39: Virginia
vs. West Virginia.— A. W. N,
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THE LAND THAT REACHES DOWN TOWARD PANAMA

deeply in the hearts of the expelled Jesuits that, in the words
of one of the chroniclers, “they were prevented by their tears
from seeing the beloved shores receding from their sight.”

In conclusion: the resources of Lower California await the
advent of Capital; the political future of the country depends
on the mutual wishes of the governments of Mexico and the
United States. Both are problems for Maiana to solve.
Meantime, and always, the Peninsula is the land that reaches
down toward Panama, and the Panama Canal is advancing,
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